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[0:00] We welcone you to the nedia ministry of Bethel Community Church.
Knowi ng Jesus, naking Jesus known. God is good.

And all the time, He is. It's really good to be here today. The sun is coming out. We're thankful for
that. If you have your Bibles, please turn with me to Joshua chapter 8.

We're continuing our study. We know that Israel's first battle with Jericho was really special, wasn't
it? It was their first big battle.

And as such, the spoils were to go to the Lord. And that's because He's to get the first fruits of
everything that they do. We also saw this battle of Jericho was a rather unusual battle.

| would say that they don't teach those tactics at West Point or Annapolis. No, they wouldn't know
what to do. Everything worked for the Israelites.

[1: 04] And as such, they were successful. And here we find now that they
i medi ately made plans to take on their next foe.

Who's that? It's the Amorites, the city of Ai. But this time, Israel lost. And in fact, some of them were
killed. So obviously, something went wrong.

Something went wrong. In chapter 7, we find that Israel did not have God's blessing to move
forward and to fight the Amorites. And there's a couple reasons that we see for this.

First of all, instead of seeking God's guidance, Joshua followed the advice of the spies. And so he
sent in a small number of his army. But certainly, the biggest reason for their failure is because
during the battle of Jericho, this man by the name of Achan took the spoils for himself.

He took things that belonged to God. In fact, in verse 1, chapter 7, it says that the anger of the Lord
burned against the sons of Israel.

[2:13] Www. Ww. We don't like that. So God reveal ed the problemto
Joshua, and the guilty person was identified. Boy, as difficult as that
nust have been, the people of Israel did what was necessary.

And we read that Achan and his family were stoned to death, and then they were burned. Last
week's account ended with verse 26. It says that, and they raised, this is over Achan, a great heap
of stone that stands to this day.

But it says that the Lord turned from the fierceness of his anger. Well, this morning's passage, God
is ready now to bless Israel again and to see them move forward.

And so there's going to be some progress made. There's more battles to fight. And so we're going
to be treated here with an exciting battle this morning. Israel will defeat Ai, and then some.

But Joshua, we find that he needs encouragement. We're not told exactly what was going through
his head. Perhaps he was fearful. Is God still angry with us?

[3:24] What happens if another guy |ike Achan energes in our canp and
does sonething like that? Maybe |, nyself, let the Lord down. Maybe if
you have thoughts like that, you can relate to what Joshua may have been
goi ng t hrough.

Let's read chapter 8. I'm only going to read the first eight verses. And | would like you to notice,
starting out here, the Lord's tender words to Joshua.

Let's go ahead and read. Now the Lord said to Joshua, do not fear or be dismayed. Take all the
people of war with you and arise and go up to Ai.

See, | have given into your hand the king of Ai, his people, his city, and his land. And you shall do to
Ai and its king just as you did to Jericho and its king.

You shall take only its spoils and its cattle as plunder for yourselves. Set an ambush for the city
behind it. So Joshua rose with all the people of war to go up to Ai.
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[4:36] And Joshua chose 30,000 nen, valiant warriors, to send them out at
ni ght. And he commanded them saying, see, you are going to anbush the
city frombehind it.

Do not go very far from the city, but all of you be ready. Then | and all the people who are with me
will approach the city. And it will come about when they come out to meet us at first, that we will flee
before them.

And they will come out after us until we have drawn them away from the city. For they will say, they
are fleeing before us as at first. And so we will flee before them.

And you shall rise from your ambush and take possession of the city. For the Lord your God will
deliver it into your hand. Then it will be when you have seized the city, that you shall set the city on
fire.

You shall do to it according to the word of the Lord. See, | have commanded you. Heavenly Father,
we are grateful that we can come here today and worship you, Lord, for who you are, recognizing
the great things that you have done for us.

[5:52] Lord, as we read these words, it's hard to imgine what it would
have been like, Lord, in sone of these texts that we read.

But yet, Father, you are God. And we pray, Father, that these words would come to life to us today.
Because we have battles to fight, too. And isn't it a blessed thing that we can say you are good and
that you are for us.

Thank you, Father, for all of the promises we find in your word. And as they apply to us, that we can
be victorious. Thank you and ask for your blessing that we would understand what you have here.
In the name of Jesus, amen. Boy, you think about this time when | spoke about the Battle of
Jericho, we had a nice song, didn't we?

No songs today. No songs about Al, at least that I'm aware of. This text here is fairly long. It's 29
verses in all.

[7:00] And we see that it goes into quite a ot of detail. And we mi ght
want to ask, why does it do that? Well, first reason is because there's a
ot of conplexities involved in all of this regarding the strategy

i nvol ved here.

But | also believe it's this. It underscores that Israel is going to get it right this time. | believe that.
Immediately, we see some contrasts here regarding this battle and then the Battle of Jericho.
This battle is going to be different than the first battle. For one thing, this battle is going to feature
conventional warfare. We don't see any priests.

We don't read of them blowing any horns. Instead, the Lord says, take all the people of war with
you. And then the second thing, notice in verse 2, there's no ban anymore.

No ban on the spoils. He says, you shall take only its spoils and its cattle as plunder for yourselves.
And then the next thing we see is the Lord says, set an ambush behind the city.

[8:08] Boy, that's going to be interesting here. W see here in verses 3
to 8, God allows Joshua to cone up with the specifics on how this anbush
is going to take place.

For example, in verse 3, notice Joshua chooses 30,000 soldiers. And then he stations them in
various places. It appears when you read this that there's three groups of soldiers or warriors.

The first group is going to be this group that's visible right in front of Ai. And there's a second group
that's going to be hiding behind the first group. And then there's a third group that's hiding behind
the city of Ai itself.

And essentially, what's going to happen here is that the first group who's in front of the city will
launch their attack. And then the Amorites, when they come out of the city gates, the first group will
turn.

And they will flee as if they're frightened. And this is going to draw out these overconfident Amorites
away from the city into this ambush that's been set up by the second group of Israelites.

[9:23] And then at this point, the third group who's hiding behind the
city will enter the city. They will set it on fire. And then they wll
join the rest of the troops in battle.

And by the time the Amorite soldiers turn around and see their city on fire, it's too late. They are
surrounded on all sides.
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And so we read here that the plans are put into motion. Verse 15, Joshua and all of Israel, it says,
pretended to be beaten before them, and they fled the way of the wilderness.

And verse 16, all the people who were in the city were called together to pursue them. And they
pursued Joshua, and they were drawn away from the city. | would say here that this strategy
worked.

In fact, if you look at verse 17, it says, So not a man was left in Ai. Isn't that amazing? Not only that,
look with me in verse 17. We see that there's some soldiers from another city who get involved with
this.

[10:29] Their name is soldiers fromBethel. Boy, of all the nanes,
soldiers fromBethel. It says in verse 17, Not a man was left in A or

Bet hel who had gone out after |srael.

| think what this means here is that Ai has this neighboring city named Bethel. And apparently these
two cities had a treaty for mutual defense.

And so the fighting men of Bethel, they joined with all the soldiers from Ai to fight against Israel. I'm

going to ask, why did they do that? Bethel.

Well, perhaps they thought, you know what? We're on the short list of Israel. So we're going to, let's
take care of these guys. Let's prevent our own destruction. Oh, that's a bad idea.

| would say instead of hastening their destruction, why don't they negotiate with Joshua? Well, they
didn't do that. Verse 17 says, All the men left the city of Ai unguarded and pursued Israel.

[11:38] There's another bad idea. They left the city unguarded. Boy, what

a strategy here that Joshua and the Lord had. Verse 17 says that they

left it all unguarded.

Verse 18, Then the Lord said to Joshua, Stretch out the javelin that is in your hand toward Ai, for |
will give it into your hand. That kind of reminds us of Moses, doesn't it?

He's stretching out his staff. There's that incident at the Red Sea. There's another one with the
battle of the Amalekites in Exodus 17. But there we have it. It says in verse 25, All who fell that day,
both men and women, were 12,000 people.

All of the people of Ai. It says in verse 27, Israel took only the cattle and the spoil of the city as
plunder for themselves, according to the word of the Lord that he had commanded Joshua.

This is kind of a sad irony here. If Achan had only waited, he could have had all the spoils that he
wanted. Verse 28, It says Joshua burned Ai and made it into a heap forever, a desolation until this
day.

[12:55] Verse 29, He hanged the king of Al on a tree until evening. And
at sunset, Joshua gave the command that they took his body down fromthe
tree, threwit at the entrance of the city gate, and raised over it a
great heap of stones that stands to this day.

Boy, now we've got three groups of stones. We've got in chapter 4, remember the one at Gilgal,
where they remembered the crossing of the Jordan River?

And then you've got this one here, this monument over Achan's dead body. And that's for what?
Breaking faith. And here now we have our third monument. Verse 29, A monument over the dead
king of Ai.

And what would that monument be? It's for second chances, which is really what this is. | could not
help, as | prepared for this message, as a father, as a grandfather, | kept thinking of my kids when
they would get a spanking.

Yeah, we did. We believed in corporal punishment. Just a little pat on the behind was very useful.
But I've got to tell you, as a parent, I'm being recorded here, | guess.

[14:13] As a parent, there is a very tender tinme after that spanking that
the kids realize they' ve got their attention now.

Isn't that right? Isn't that right? Yeah. It's a tender moment. They know that they've done something
wrong. And now there's reconciliation.

There's understanding. And what a wonderful thing to have that experience. And that's what we see
here with the children of Israel. They got a big spanking.

They were disciplined. And now the Lord says, it's time to move on. | have forgiven you. Time to
move on. What do we take away from this passage here?
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The battle of Al? | think there's a couple things to see. The first thing to know is we are in a different
dispensation, right? We are. But the second thing is is to notice how this chapter works with the
previous one.

[15:17] They work together. And if | would call chapter 7 falling off the
horse, | would call this chapter 8 getting back on the horse. Now, |

don't own any horses.

| never did. But I'm told that if you fall off your horse, that's what you do, right? You get back on the
horse. Or what? You walk home?

| see a couple things here. First of all, the benefits of restoration. Taking possession of the
promised land.

It's not a sure thing for Israel, is it? No, it's not. Rather, it depended on their obedience to God
himself. This account begins here with Joshua dealing with these lingering effects of this account
about Achan's sin.

We saw how Achan's sin affected the whole Israelite community, didn't we? Think about that.
People actually died. People that they knew. And then we saw the punishment.

[16: 23] Can you imagine how difficult that nust have been to stone Achan
and his children and his wife? That kid used to now nmy | awn.

That daughter there, she used to babysit for us. And now look at them. I'm stoning them. Well,
Israel did what was necessary because Achan dishonored God.

That's the truth. And now Israel can move forward. Friends, | praise the Lord that we are in a
different dispensation because we don't have to stone each other.

No. Instead, we get to encourage one another. We get to strengthen one another. And that's
because God desires restoration, reconciliation.

That's the goal of church discipline. To get us to change our minds when we need to. Not to
conform to some man's opinion.

[17:24] But no, to help each other to make our mnds conformto God' s
opi nion. And who is right all the time? God is.

So the first thing we see, the benefits of restoration. There's another thing | see here. The blessings
of walking in accordance with God.

We might today say walking by faith today. | want to ask you, who are the Amorites today? Are
there any? | did a little research on this.

Apparently not. They've been wiped out. But yet in some way, they are here in our culture. They are
the unbelievers. Those who will not believe.

Even if a man should rise from the dead, they will not believe. Well, friends, | got a message here.
God will not be mocked. He will not.

[18:23] He is the authority. Wether we agree with it or not, whether we
believe it or not, whether we like it or not, He is in authority.

And in this passage here, we see that. For instance, we see in this passage the folly of
overconfidence of the Amorites.

They were drawn out of the city of Ai and left it completely unattended, defenseless. What do you
call that? Folly. You know what folly is today?

It's saying, | don't know if God really exists or not, so I'm going to live as though He doesn't. That's
folly.

Itis. In our present dispensation of grace, we find that the moment we come to faith and faith in
Christ that He paid for our sins at the cross, we are reconciled to God.

[19: 25] And what a great truth that is. W would consider that that
initial sanctification where we are set apart now. W are gods. W pass
fromdeath into life.

His mercies are new every morning. But friends, the blessings don't stop there. As we continue to,
we can look to the cross every day.

And that's because God wants us to grow. He wants us to grow in our love for Him. He wants us to
grow in our love for each other. That's what He wants. He wants us to mature in our relationship
with Him.

To understand Him and His ways even more and more. Those are the things that we see here.
sometimes life can seem just like a series of mistakes.
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Would you agree with that? Sometimes it does. But, you know, we all make mistakes. The key is to
learn what do you do about it. And that's because we have the Lord and we can move on.

[20: 30] We can get up on the horse. W can |learn nore about God. Mire
about what He desires. Wen we | eave this chapter, Israel is back in the
saddl e.

And they have a role to play just as we've been looking at with these dispensations here. Also,
they'll be learning more and more about God. His character.

He's a fierce warrior. Amen? He is. And He has great love and compassion for us. If | could invite
the musicians back up here, when things happen like losing a battle, that's when it's time for us to
seek the Lord as to why did that happen?

What would you have me do, Lord? Where am | wrong? But it's also a time to remember God deals
with us in this dispensation as a father to His children.

we can remember that His mercies are new every day. Is there anybody here whose hope has
been dashed by something?

[21:42] WMaybe there's sonething going on, nmaybe even right now, that you
need your hope restored. I'd like to read to you out of a passage of
Lanentations. You might just want to jot this verse down.

It's Lamentations chapter 3, verses 21 to 24. Lamentations, that word actually means to cry out
loud.

And it's written by Jeremiah. And Jeremiah was writing about Judah's captivity into the Babylonians.
But here's the thing.

Jeremiah is able to look back and remember who God is and what God has done. Let me read this
for you. Lamentations chapter 3, verse 21.

This | recall to my mind and therefore | have hope. It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not
consumed because His compassions fail not.

[ 22:44] They are new every norning. Great is thy faithful ness. The Lord
is my portion. Sayeth nmy soul. Therefore, | will hope in Hm

Heavenly Father, thank you, Lord, that you are a God of second chances and that in you, Lord, we
find reconciliation, we find redemption, we find, Lord, that you have made a way for us to even
when we sin, Lord, we could look back at the cross and remember what Jesus did for us.

Thank you, Father, for all that you have done for us and that you continue to do. And, Lord, we are
honored that we can be called your ambassadors and that you would have us working in your
kingdom work, Lord, involved in sharing your word, making Jesus known to this world.

Thank you, Father. May we walk in the blessings that you have purchased for us and let us be
strengthened and that our hope would be renewed that we may serve you another day.

In Jesus' name. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.
Amen.
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